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i O GET AN IDEA of how enduring and
dependable Inventors Digest has been, it
i began publishing before Bruno Mars, Carly
Rae Jepsen or Michael Phelps were born.

Ronald Reagan had just begun his
second term as president. The world’s first
commercial cellphone, made by Motorola,
had been approved by the Federal Communications
Commission just 18 months earlier—and unless your
bank account had seven figures or more, you didn’t
own one. The internet? A rumor.

But maybe the best indication of Inventors Digest’s
long history is that its first issue was produced by an
electric typewriter.

At that stage in spring 1985, ID was an eight-page
newsletter that was printed using cold type. Anytime
there was an error on the page, the printer would
have to physically cut or remove that piece of type
from the page before it was typeset. -

John Farady, founder and pres-
ident of the Affiliated Inventors f
Foundation, created the newsletter
after seeing a need to educate the |
public about the inventing and patent
process. Inventors Digest’s first editor
was Adrienne Walker.

Joanne Hayes-Rines took over as
editor in spring 1987 (also becoming |
publisher in 1994) during a 20-year
run in charge of the magazine. She
became the face of the magazine—
and in many ways, the face of the
independent inventor—as she fought
against changes in legislation that
would favor corporate giants.

Rines’s publication was more a quarterly newslet-
ter than a magazine for the first five years, but her
tireless efforts helped it grow in physical stature as
well as relevance. After she sold Inventors Digest to
Louis Foreman in 2007 (see this month’s Editor’s
Note), the magazine was printed every other month;
it became a monthly publication beginning in 2008.

It’s hard to overstate the importance of the world’s
longest-running magazine on inventing—a publi-
cation that has doggedly educated and protected
independent inventors through a major stock market
crash, an unprecedented terror attack on U.S. soil, a
historic recession, and six U.S. presidents.

Here's hoping you are as thrilled by this anniversary
as we are, and that you continue your loyal support for
another 35 years and beyond. —Reid Creager

MILESTONE DATES |
LSpring1987

Joanne Hayes-
Rines becomes

Spring 1985:
First issue.

John Farady, publisher;
Adrienne Walker, editor.

editor.
March/April 1992: #———=n
Inventors Digest becomes the
Official Publication of the
United Inventors Association.
July/August 1994: &————9
Hayes-Rines's first issue
as publisher.
1998:
January 2007: National Inventors Month is

established by Inventors Digest,

the United Inventors Association #
and the Academy of Applied
Science. Originally celebrated
every August, the occasion was
switched to May in 2011.

Mike Drummond named editor.

January/February/

March 2007: ¢——%
Hayes-Rines's last issue as
publisher. Sold magazine
to Louis Foreman,
product development
_and innovation expert

~ whois founder of
Enventys Partners.

¢ January 2008:

Magazine becomes a monthly.

¢ February 2012:

Mark Cantey’s first issue as editor.

June 2015:
Cama McNamara’s
first issue as editor.

June 2016:
Reid Creager’s first
& issue as editor.
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OUR CELEBRITY PIZZRZZ

A list of famous people in the entertainment
and sports world who have graced the cover of
Inventors Digest:
» Johnny Bench
- Bill Klein and Dr. Jennifer Arnold
(TV's “The Little Couple”)
« John Ratzenberger (Cliff on “Cheers”)
. Cal Ripken Jr. Lo ©
» Maria Sharapova
« Ben Stiller (a copy of Inventors Digest
appeared in the movie “Night at the
Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian”)
+ Burt Ward (Robin on the
1960s TV show “Batman”)

.

GURT WARD'S MISSION: EXTEND PETS’
s HiTH GENTLE GIANTS DOG FOO0.
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Inventors Digest has supported the work of indepen-
dent and small inventors for 35 years, and the United
States Patent and Trademark Office congratulates the
magazine on this milestone anniversary.

Thank you for chronicling the inspiring stories of
inventors who worked hard, took risks, persevered,
and ultimately overcame tremendous odds to succeed.
Thank you for continuously fueling and
showcasing the ingenuity of those
participating in America’s innova-
tion ecosphere.
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—ANDREI IANCU,

under secretary of commerce for

intellectual property and director,
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
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Congratulation ' F y , - Congratulations to Inventors Digest on cele-
_ Inventors : —— : brating 35 years! It has been an honor to

Happy anniversary, ID! We play a small role over the years contributing

have grown up together, and articles to the flagship independent inven-

as I reflect, Inventors Digest tor publication.

has been a consistent source ID has meant so much to the inventor

for everything invention. community and has been an unwavering
From novice to veteran, guiding light for an industry constantly in

thank you! need of a sentinel.

—GENE QUINN,
founder of IPWatchdog,
patent attorney

—THEY,
prolific inventor

“Intellectual property literacy is essential for all « - ; ,
inventors, visionaries and entrepreneurs hoping to Sustaining a successful niche publication for 35
thrive and achieve long-term competitive advan- - years is no mean feat. It takes ' lication, creatmty
_ tage in the knowledge economy. Inventors Digest ‘
plays an important role in bringing that liter-
acy to the innovators of tomorrow— helping
them to better understand the IP protections
necessary for creating and scaling solutlons
 to society’s blggest challenges '

—DR. GARY MICHELSON
founder, Michelson 20MM Foundation,
renowned surgeon

lnventors Digest editor from 1987 to 2007
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OUR STAYING POWER

The digital age has created a challenging atmo-
sphere for print publications. A 2009 report by
Crain’s said that in that year alone, 367 U.S. maga-
zines went out of business.

At 35 years, Inventors Digest has

outlasted hundreds of maga-

zines and compares well with

other noteworthy national

print publications.

« The original incarnation
of the iconic weekly LIFE
magazine lasted 36 years
(1936-72).
+ Another iconic magazine,
the biweekly LOOK, lasted
34 years (1937-71).
« Disney lasted 40 years
(1965-2005).
- Details lasted 33 years
(1982-2015).
+ National Lampoon lasted
28 years (1970-98).
+PC lasted 27 years
(1982-2009).
» Asiaweek (Time Inc.)
lasted 26 years (1975-2001).
+ Musician lasted 23 years
(1976-99).
+ Omni lasted 20 years
(1978-98).
+Inside Sports lasted 19 years
(1979-98). ‘
+ Nickelodeon lasted 19 years
(1990-2009).
- Vibe lasted 17 years
(1992-2009).
+ Mental Floss lasted 15 years
(2001-16).
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Congratulations on 35 years,
Inventors Digest! You keep the
dream alive and motivate inventors
to achieve their goals.
Thank you for being such a great
resource for all of us. You are a wealth of
information and inspiration!

—LILY WINNAIL,
inventor, entrepreneur, actress

I first came across Inventors Digest in the
library about 30 years ago. It was a great find,
and I still read the magazine today. It has great
advice for the new inventor as well as the expe-
rienced inventor.
 Noone invention strategy works every time,
and Inventors Digest is constantly alerting
_readers to the new tools that are working today.

—DON DEBELAK,
founder of One Stop Invention Shop,
author and ID contributor

I remember it well, the creation of Inventors Digest.
John Faraday, Joanne Hayes-Rines and I later talked
about what the future would be like and how ID could
be of real value to inventors everywhere.

Surviving 35 years in anything is a noteworthy
accomplishment.

I have had the good fortune to have several articles
published in the magazine and even had my photo on
the cover of the August 2014 issue.

Every lecture I give across America to audiences—
students to seniors, for the USPTO or LES (Licensing
Executive Society) or at universities—I always hold up a
copy of the latest issue and expound upon its great value.
Here is wishing you another 35 years. Keep up the great
inspirational work you are doing for the creative inven-
tors across America and beyond.

—LAWRENCE J. UDELL,
founder/chairman, California Invention Center
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1985: THE WORLD IN OUR

FIRST YEAR

NEWS EVENTS

Mexico City earthquake kills 9,000
First successful artificial

heart transplant

Wreck of the Titanic discovered by
U.S.-French salvage team

First version of Windows is released, Windows 1.0
Mikhail Gorbachev becomes de facto leader

of the Soviet Union

POP CULTURE
Television

.

Movies

Music

No. 1 show:“The Cosby Show," followed by “Family Ties"
VH1 begins broadcasting on U.S. cable

ABC broadcasts its 2,311th and last daytime episode

of “Family Feud” after nine years

Nick at Nite is launched on U.S. cable

Academy Award, Best Picture:
“Amadeus”

Academy Award, Best Actor:

F. Murray Abraham, “Amadeus”
Academy Award, Best Actress:
Sally Field, “Places in the Heart”
Highest earning: “Back to the
Future,’ $381 million

No. 1 album:“Born in the USA/" Bruce Springsteen

No. 1 single:“The Power of Love;" Jennifer Rush

- Grammy winner, album of the year:
“Can’t Slow Down,’ Lionel Richie

+ CDs are introduced

« Popular U.S. music stars sing “We Are
the World” to raise money to help
starving people in Africa

« Madonna begins her first tour

SPORTS

Kansas City Royals win the World Series for the

first time, beating the St. Louis Cardinals

Chicago Bears win the Super Bowl, led by Walter Payton
and William “The Refrigerator” Perry

Los Angeles Lakers beat the Boston Celtics

to win NBA Finals




